Pitfiring Process


Fill the pit

Clean all ash from pit and remove the bricks from the 3 bung-holes.
Spread about 5cm of jarrah sawdust over all of the pit floor - without getting it in the bung-holes.
Lay a small ignition pyre just inside each bung-hole comprised of: small twigs, larger twigs, small jarrah pieces.
Randomly spread small jarrah pieces over all the floor area. Spread some loose straw and pieces of seaweed over the wood. This material should be loose, easily moved and not too deep as it is the nest for the first layer of pots.
Sprinkle chemicals lightly over everything.
Move the material aside to nestle a pot into it. Position delicate pots and flat pieces (on their edge) next to the walls of the pit. Continue moving and nestling until there is a full layer of pots.

Place small pieces of jarrah upright between the pots to form supporting walls.

Add another light layer of straw and seaweed, chemicals and nuts - similar to before. Nestle another layer of pots onto this, taking into consideration how the pots will fall on the ones below when the wood has burnt. Continue pots layers until none left - or until within 30cm of the top of the pit. 

Position the upright small pieces of jarrah then create layers of large pieces of jarrah - alternating cross-wise - but leave air gaps around the wood to assist burning. Continue adding wood until the top of the wood is level with the top of the brick surround that the lid sits on.

Light the pit

Ensure all 3 bung-holes in the pit walls are open. Make sure you have bricks that will fit into the bungholes close at hand.

Ignite down-wind (leeward) bung-hole first. (You won’t want to be revisiting this once the smoke starts blowing.)

Place the nozzle of the gas cylinder only just at the mouth of the opening, to ensure air can get to it, otherwise it will blow out.

To start the gas cylinder:
· turn on the handset knob first
· light your lighter and hold it at the mouth of the nozzle, ready for when the gas flows
· turn on the main knob on the cylinder
· that will light the nozzle

Leave the nozzle at the mouth of the bung-hole, supported by bricks if required, to get the fire going well.
Listen for crackling. Wait till you see coals glowing and the fire is self-sustaining.
Put the brick stopper in the bung-hole, leaving enough brick sticking out to be able to pull it out later.

Ignite the central bung hole, and then the wind-ward bung-hole, but leave both those bung-holes open.

Keep alternating the gas burner every 5-10 mins between the central and wind-ward bung holes to ensure the coals continue glowing and the fire becomes self-sustaining. That could take 30-60 minutes. Watch for flames to be coming out the top of the pit, rather than just smoke coming out. That shows it’s a self-sustaining fire. 

When the flames start coming out at the top, that means the sawdust will have burnt away. Get a long piece of wood and gently move the larger pieces of wood to help them settle deeper into the pit. Then top up the kiln with short (30-40cm) chunks of wood at least 10cm thick. Wait till the new wood catches alight. 

Once the new wood has caught alight, put the 3 fibre-cement lids in place - first the leeward one, then the middle, then the windward one. Pause for a while between adding each lid so you can ensure the fire is still burning strongly.

Once all 3 fibre-cement lids are in place, place the large metal lid(s) over the top of the whole pit. Put bricks on top to weigh down the large lid(s) in case it gets very windy overnight.

Put bricks into the 2 remaining bung-holes.


